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With our study so far in 1 Corinthians... trying to arrive at an understanding of 'True Spirituality', you will, or should have noticed that Paul talks of three types of people... three categories of people.  He talks of 'natural man', he talks of 'worldly' or 'carnal man' and he talks of 'spiritual man'. 

Now I think there is a lot of confusion over Paul's categories.  I hope to bring a little clarity this morning, so that we might know what Paul is talking about.

Secondly, I hope it will help us individually to assess exactly who we are and which category we fall into.  We all want to think of ourselves as 'spiritual'... we hope that others will think of us as 'spiritual'... we pray that God will see us as 'spiritual', but maybe we are still 'worldly' or 'carnal'.  How do we know?  What criteria are we to use to assess our position? What can we do about it if we are 'carnal'?  More importantly, what does God have to say about it?

Or maybe, we are 'natural man' – natural man, still struggling to make sense of the Christian faith... things still not falling into place for us.  We see others who seem to have a lively, vibrant faith and joy in the Lord Jesus Christ, but somehow that isn't true of us.

So let's be clear in our mind as to what Paul means.  Let's get an understanding of each of these three categories.

The first thing to be clear on  is that all three categories are to be found in the church.

1) Natural Man.

If you want a definition of natural man, look at 1Cor.2:14: 'The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned'.  That's from the NIV, 'the man without the Spirit' – the KJV says 'the natural man', the RV, 'Unspiritual man'. 
Now here is a very quick Greek lesson – 'natural' in the Greek is thuxikos (??) - whenever there is an 'ikos' on the end, it means characterised by or controlled by, so here, natural man is controlled by 'thuxes' – by his soul.

Natural man is controlled by the flesh... is dominated by his soul, his emotions and desires.

Somebody put it like this: The creation of man is like a three storey house.  The lower storey is the body, the second storey is the soul (the seat of his natural instincts and emptions) and the third storey is the spirit, that to which God speaks.

One of the results of the Fall was that the top storey fell into the basement, resulting in the soul now being in the predominant position, in place of the spirit.

So natural man is 'soulish'... selfish... self-centred.  Natural man wants to please himself... he desires anything that will give him pleasure.  That is his focus... that is his overriding priority.  So he wants things, he does things that fulfil his selfish desires.  He finds satisfaction and pleasure in that sin or those sins which so dominate him.  |He lives for himself.

He is 'soulish'.... he is fleshly.... to the extent that he is totally incapable of responding to the things that come from the Spirit of God.  He can't understand.... he can't comprehend spiritual truth.  He can't make sense of it.... he just doesn't get it!  It is foolishness to him.... therefore he dismisses spiritual truth as irrelevant.  It is impossible for him to understand them.  He is spiritually lost. He is spiritually dead.  And the church is full of people like that!  But before we write them off, remember, that was what we were before we came to Christ!
We want 'natural man' in the church – he needs to hear the gospel!  He needs to move form being 'unspiritual man' to 'spiritual man'.... 'natural man' to 'spiritual man'.
Having said that, and reflecting on my 40 years since my ordination, 'natural man' can cause many, many problems in the church!  People who think they are spiritual, but unable to operate in the Spirit.  They have their own ideas of how the church should be... how it should be run.... what its priorities should be.... what the vicar should say.... what he shouldn't preach on...  what he should do, and definitely what he shouldn't do!
Forgive me if I have a nervous breakdown at this point!
Natural man, selfish man.... wanting things his way... 'this is the way it should be'... be very careful though, if you ever cross natural man!  Be on your guard if natural man doesn't get his own way!
Now, natural man can live a life of debauchery and immorality... many choose that path... a life of total depravity, to satisfy his desires.  That kind of natural man is not usually (although sometimes!) found in the church.
But natural man can choose another path – and many do. They live, quote', 'a good life'. They can be kind... they can be generous... they can be gracious... they can be considerate.  He gets a certain amount of satisfaction in doing good.... of being honest.  He likes to be seen as the model of integrity.... he likes to help other people.
Natural man can put some Christians to shame!  But he lives that life without any thought of the living God.  He has no awareness of his own sin, but is usually very good at identifying the sin in others!  He therefore has no need of a saviour.  He knows about Jesus, but he has never met with him... sees no need of a personal relationship with God.  He doesn't really wan that personal relationship, because he wants to be in control of his own life, and not answerable to anyone – especially God!  He needs a new nature... he needs his mind to be renewed... he needs to be born again of the Spirit of God.
Now, hopefully, natural man or woman is not alive and well in this little church!  But in case you are worried if that is you, here is a quick test:  What is it that motivates you?  What, or who, do you live for?  Do you live to please yourself, or to please God? What is the priority in your thinking? What, or who, do you think of most of the time? - The next 'thing' that you can do, or perhaps buy, to give you pleasure, or do you find yourself thinking of the Lord and rejoicing in his grace and mercy in choosing you.... forgiving you.... cleansing you... adopting you as his child?  Do you find yourself spending time with him,,,, praying, reading his word, meditating on the goodness of God?
Natural man doesn't do that.... natural  man can't do that.  But, if that does describe what you can't do, then please make sure you take some action!  Talk to me about it.  I would love to talk with you.... to pray with you... to help you in the steps you need to take to experience the new birth which is essential for us all.
2) Worldly Man – Carnal Man, and Spiritual Man
Let's move on to consider worldly man, carnal man, and spiritual an.  Two categories, two types of people, but in reality they are one.
I think, as we look at 1Cor:2 & 3, we see this talk of spiritual and carnal, or worldly and think that Paul is saying that only the 'spiritual' are really Christians.  The carnal, or worldly people, are non-spiritual... no-hopers within the church.
There is a lot of confusion on this point, so let's try and get some clarity.
In 1Cor.2:15, the 'spiritual man' – (another quick Greek lesson!) -'pneumaticos' – there it is again. An 'icos' ending, meaning characterised or controlled by what? 'pneuma' - The Spirit. The spiritual man is one who is controlled by the Holy spirit.
Now, and this is very important.  All Christians are 'pneumaticos'.... all Christians are controlled by the Spirit.  Note how Paul introduces chapter 3 – 'brothers'... 'brethren'... He is identifying all the Corinthians in the church at Corinth, with all the  problems it was struggling with,  as 'brothers'.  You are my brothers and sisters in Christ.  You are Christians.  So all Christians are spiritual... all Christians are controlled by the Spirit.
So all Christians are spiritual.... all Christians are controlled by the Spirit.  Now, if that is so, why were there all the problems in the Corinthian church.  If that is so, why do you and I struggle to do the right thing so often?  Why do we do the things we don't want to do sometimes (as with Paul in Rom. 7)?
All Christians are controlled by the Spirit, not all Christians obey the Spirit! We struggle... we fail... we keep falling into sin... we let the Lord down... we are disappointed in ourselves... we sometimes don't feel very spiritual at all.  We imagine that when the Lord looks at us he sees us with all our faults.... our failings... our sin.  But that is not how the Lord views us!
A Christian is one who is 'in Christ'... all Christians are 'in Christ'.  That is our position... God sees us positionally as being 'in Christ'.  He sees us as the finished article.... what he knows we will be because we are 'in Christ'.
But practically, we don't always live it out... we still struggle  against the world, the flesh and he devil.  We don't always obey the Spirit within us.  We don't always practically allow him to control us and direct us.

We can operate 'in the flesh'.... we can be 'fleshly' and these are the people Paul is addressing in chapter 3.  'I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly' – sarkinos – note the different ending.  An 'ois' ending means 'made up of'.  That's what you are... made of 'flesh'....living in the flesh because that is what you are.

I should be able to speak to you as though you were spiritual (because that is what you are, positionally), but I have to speak to you as though you were an unbeliever.  You are behaving and thinking just like an unbeliever.  You are carnal... you are worldly.

You are Christians positionally, but you are carnal practically.  You have heard me say this before on other occasions – 'become what you are!'.  In other words, live out what you are.  Live out practically what you are positionally.  That's why Paul can say, as he does to the Corinthian Christians, 'you are sanctified', and then spend all his time telling them how they have messed up!  He's saying exactly the same -  become what you are!

Carnal man can also cause havoc within the church.  He operates in the flesh... he wants things his way... he thinks his way is the best way, the only way.  He doesn't respond well when things go against him!  And the result?  'Jealousy and quarrelling among you' – envying and strife and inevitably, division.  Spiritual man operating in the flesh, no better than, no different from an unbeliever.

So which category do we fall into?  Natural man? Spiritual man, or carnal, worldly man?  We've tried to identify the problem that every church has to be aware of and battle against.  Next week we will begin to look at the cure, or remedy that Paul puts forward – God's remedy that we might all be controlled by the Spirit.
