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A Very Happy New Year to you all (again) and I genuinely hope and pray it will truly be a blessed New Year for you all.  I am sure there will be many good and positive things to enjoy and look forward to in the coming year.

But, one thing we can be certain of, it will not always be a bed of roses! There will be problems, difficulties, disappointments, hurts and troubles of all kinds.

Now I am not trying to be a spoil sport here….I am not trying to become a prophet of doom and gloom – I say these things because that is the way Jesus said it would be. “In this world you will have tribulation”. In other words, it’s unavoidable.  In this fallen world there will always be pain and hurts and difficulties.  It is inevitable.  That is just the way it is. Our rebellion against God has resulted in a broken world.  A world in which trouble and tribulation are the norm.  A world which is a very scary, evil place especially living as we do under constant uncertainty as we look at what is going on in the world – famines and earthquakes, global warming, terrorism – the list goes on and on.  Now, if that is the case, there is a question we need to consider when we enter 2017.  The question is this:  “How will I respond when the problems and hurts and the disappointments come my way? How will I respond in the face of increasing uncertainty? How will I respond when and if a Christian brother or sister severs a precious relationship?  How will I respond to financial problems, family tensions, marital problems, and health problems when and if they come in 2017?” That is why I chose that Psalm of David this morning.  A man facing great anguish, facing great uncertainty, a man struggling and wrestling with it  all – We will see together how David coped with it all, which will, in turn, help us to learn how to respond in our difficult situations
What was David's problem? What was he struggling with? Well, he was facing a real crisis. This is no minor issue. He is in fear of his life.  His enemies are closing in around him.  The situation is desperate; David is feeling weak and helpless.  His advisers are feeling weak and helpless.  The wicked seem to be going from strength to strength.  In the prevailing anarchy, nothing is worth attempting.  David and his advisers are quite simply fearful.  Their response to this desperate situation is one of fear.  The response of fear – the very understandable response in that situation.  When we feel like that in situations that we will sometimes have to face, we too, will probably be fearful ! But, understandable though that is, fear is not the best response, because fear tempts us to respond in two very unhealthy ways.

Firstly, he tempts us to take matters into our own hands.  David's advisers were looking around and saying “look David, the situation is hopeless, you just cannot win.  It just cannot get any worse than this…..You have got to act.  You have got to do something, anything.  But you must act”! Isn’t that just what we are tempted to do in dark and difficult situations? We want to take matters into our own hands.  We want to act…to do something, anything.  It is just too awful to bear.

So they were saying to David, “You have got to do something, and the best thing you can do in this situation, is run, run for it! Flee like a bird to your mountain”.  (v 1) That is what David was being advised to do…That is what David was even considering. “Take matters into your own hands David, or you’re a goner!

Now, I see that temptation in myself.  I have seen it so often in other people.  When things seem out of control…when the situation as bad as it possibly can be –then run! when all our certainties and securities are stripped away from us……..when everything we have trusted in and relied on in the past comes crashing down all around us – cut and run. “I am not putting up with this anymore”, we say, and we rush off looking for safety and security by running away from the problem.

Secondly, fear tempts us to focus on circumstances rather than God.  Look at verses 2 and 3 again! Let me read them to you…..David and his advisers focussing on what was going on around them – what they could see – what they could understand.  Fear was causing David and his advisers to become obsessed with what might happen and how impossible their situation was.

Again, isn’t this so often what we are tempted to do in the midst of the problems and difficulties we face? We focus on the circumstances…..we look at the problems….we look at the difficulty.  As we do, the problem or the difficulty just gets bigger and bigger and we feel more and more helpless.  We become obsessed……we become hyper-focused on the `what ifs` of our situation, regardless of whether such things will actually ever occur.

David feared his kingdom was about to crumble (v 3).  He was beginning to believe his was a lost cause….he was expecting the worst possible outcome.

But then, somewhere between the end of v.3 and the beginning of v.4, David regains his spiritual footing, he regains his faith.  Look at verse 4, he’s not now looking at his circumstances – he is no longer looking to himself….he is no longer relying on his own resources – he is reminding himself that God is in control.  He is saying he wants to put his trust in Him, he wants to trust in the power and the sovereign purposes of God.

He is no longer focusing on his circumstances here on earth.  He is now placing his trust and his confidence in the God of heaven.  “The Lord is in His holy temple.  The Lord is on His throne! The Lord is in control”. When David thought his life was about to unravel, he lost sight of God.  But he came to that point of realization, that God would not lose sight of him.  He sees everything from the vantage point of heaven.  In that white space between v. 3 and 4 – David regained his faith.  That is exactly what needs to happen to us.  In the space of our uncertainty, at that time when we lose sight of God as our lives appear to be unravelling, we move to that realization that God never loses sight of us.  He knows all the details of our circumstances…He knows even now what you and I will have to face in 2017.  He knows the cause of everything.  He knows the outcome of everything.  When we turn to the Lord in the midst of our crises, our perspective changes completely.  We are now focused on Him.  We see Him exalted, high above everything else.  Remember this: Fear magnifies circumstances.  Faith magnifies the Lord.

So, as we go into 2017, none of us knows what will come our way.  There will be difficult times for some of us – perhaps all of us.  In the midst of the difficulties..... when we are in the middle of crisis….as we look at our uncertain future….or as we look around us in this very scary world of changing weather patterns, of famine…earthquakes…war…refugees…of terrorism, it is very easy to focus on the circumstances and lose sight of the fact that the Lord is in control, that He does rule and reign.  But notice too, that David, in verse 5 focuses not just on the Sovereignty of God, but also his perfect justice.  He is also the perfect, righteous judge of the whole earth.  He knows everyone’s motives and actions and He will ultimately give to each person what he or she deserves.  David was surrounded by people who wanted to harm him..... he was surrounded by devious, scheming, evil people.  David is comforted by the fact that he knows that God will deal with everyone fairly and justly.  The wicked will be called to account.

Yes, He does allow trials to come into our lives, but only and always to use them to strengthen our faith in Him. There may be people who may hurt us and even plan us harm in the coming year, but, like David, we also knows that God is just and that those who do evil will be brought to account.  So, as we go into 2017, when the difficulties and the crises come – no responses of fear, of fleeing, but always the response of faith – trusting – believing and rejoicing.  Let's make sure we move “From Fear to Faith”, especially because you and I know, more fully than David did, that glorious truth that Paul proclaims:

Read Romans 8 verse 38

Fear magnifies circumstances. Faith magnifies the Lord!

