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“Christmas and Snowflakes”.

Waiting in doctor's surgery – saw large model snowman.  Odd! In Lanzarote! Don't get snow in LZ. Nearest to it – hail on hills round Tinajo last year – looked like snow,  lasted about 20 minutes!  Don't get snow in LZ but there are 'snowflakes' – certainly in UK & USA and probably in Spain too.

'Snowflakes' – a term applied to the younger generation of a liberal political persuasion.

· Get offended by every statement of belief that doesn't match their own – can lead to 'no plat-forming' – where speakers on controversial matters (e.g. Abortion) are banned from speaking on university campuses.

· Can't stand having their world view challenged – they 'melt' easily!

· Everyone else is the problem! Don't take responsibility for their own actions - “Not my fault!” Example – university student who doesn't get the good degree he expected, sues the tutor and the university!

· Have a strong sense of entitlement – watch out for their reaction if it isn't met!

· “Snowflakes” (it is suggested) were created by over protection when they were young.... with the emphasis on 'self-esteem' adults, parents and the teaching profession tiptoed around children's sensitivities to avoid damaging their well- being - “I am so unique and special, I must be treated delicately”.

This got me thinking – began to see that people are 'spiritual snowflakes'.... that's the people God has to deal with:
· People offended by the gospel.... see it as too exclusive for our multi- faith/cultural world.  

· The Christian faith doesn't match their world view, so increasingly 'no-platforming' – tolerate any other world view, but not this one.  Silence those who want to speak on such a controversial subject!

· “It's not my fault!” I can't help the way I am, the way I behave.... don't try and put that responsibility on me.... don't make me the guilty one! Don't you dare talk of sin to me!  It's the fault of other people – my parents, my teachers.... it was the fault of my upbringing, my environment, my education.  Don't blame me!

· People who have a strong sense of entitlement.  If there is a God, he's kind and gentle and will be good to all people.  Heaven is where we all end up.  That's our 'right', our entitlement. Say 'no' to that and dare to talk of hell, and see their reaction!

· Our world over protects people, so nothing can be said that would upset anybody.  People are too sensitive to be able to cope with talk of sin, judgement or the wrath of God.  They must be protected from such damaging talk – tell them things that build them up.... make them feel better about themselves.... make them comfortable.
This is what makes Christmas so amazing, so incredible, that against this backdrop, knowing that the world is made up of 'spiritual snowflakes', God acted:
· He cut through our 'sensitivities'.... ignoring the world's understanding of itself and the futility of man's wisdom to solve its problems.

· He challenges the different world views – head on

· He doesn't 'tiptoe' around – he says it as it is - He knows 'that the heart of the problem, is the problem of the human heart'.  He majors on that problem – sin. He came to 'save his people from their sins', as we considered two weeks ago.

· He makes it clear that we are responsible for our own lives and that we will have to give an account.

· He makes it clear that we are not entitled to anything, least of all by our own 'good works' or by our own efforts, but he does offer everything to us through his grace and mercy.

· He loves us enough, not to over protect us, but to make clear to us the seriousness of our condition without him.
This is what we are celebrating today, that God saw our problem, knowing that his solution to our problem would be resisted by so many, yet still he acted! Saw our problem, knows our need... didn't write us off.... wash his hands of us, he acted!  He came into this world.... took upon himself our human nature as a babe in a manger.... yes, but born to die, to take the punishment that you and I deserve – 'to save us from our sins'.
If you are ever tempted to play down the seriousness of sin, remember this: The birth of this baby which we celebrate every year.... this Jesus is no less than God himself.... the eternal God... the all powerful God... the Word made flesh... this God, he himself had to act... why? Because he alone could deal with our sin.  There was and is no other possible remedy.
Remember the majesty, the glory, the dignity of him who came, because that helps us see the seriousness of sin.... the sinfulness of sin.  If Christ is so great, as John so beautifully portrays him in last reading we have just had, the sin must indeed be very sinful.
We were all spiritual snowflakes before we came to Christ.  As we remember that all we can do is bow down and worship this God who loved us enough to act, to bring us to himself. 
