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A quick re-cap on what we covered last Sunday as some of our regulars were not able to be with us.   As a church we are looking at Pentecost, which we celebrated three weeks ago.  Why are we looking at it? Simply because there is so much confusion in the church and amongst Christians over Pentecost and the Baptism of The Holy Spirit in particular.

The first part of my sermon last week was entitled “Pentecost Puzzle” in which I listed many of the different views and beliefs surrounding Pentecost.   I maintain that there is a lot of confusion out there and suggested that perhaps we can all identify with those out there and suggested that perhaps we can all identify with those observed what was happening at Pentecost, “Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “'What does this mean?”' (Acts 2:12).  Of course, those observers were unbelievers, but I think that many Christians have the same question:  “What does this mean? What are we to make of it all”?

Another reason why I think it is important for us as a church to have some clarity on this is so that we can be sure we all are pulling in the same direction.  By that I mean we do not want to have one group of people having a different expectation and experience over the Baptism of The Holy Spirit, than others in the church.  That can be easily lead to tensions within any fellowship, perhaps ending up with `the haves and the have nots`.  And if, as Christians, we are hankering after some 'spiritual experience' which does not materialise or quickly fades away, we are going to end up with some very disillusioned and disappointed church members!

And again, if we strive for an experience with the Holy Spirit that is not promised in Scripture, then we leave ourselves wide open to the counterfeit - the enemy is always quick to step in!

So there are some very important pastoral reasons why we need clarity on this subject, and as I said last week, if we want clarity, then there is only one place to go and that is to the Scriptures.

What I tried to do last week was not to cover too much, but to try and lay an all important foundation.  We looked at the Scriptures to see how Pentecost came at exactly  the right time.  From Lev 28.  we looked at the three major feasts….Passover, fulfilled in the death of Christ; First Fruits always on the Sunday after Passover, fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus, “the First Fruits of those who are asleep”.  And then, fifty days after Passover – Feast of Wheats – Pentecost.  God sending His Holy Spirit from heaven to bring in the harvest of believers into His Kingdom.  Pentecost is actually all about the birth of the Church.  It was good to have that confirmed by one of Peter`s mid-week readings.  Let me share something of that with you:  “Jesus has ascended into heaven, after asking his perplexed followers to wait in Jerusalem for the gift of the Spirit, which would empower them to be His witnesses” (Acts 1).  In fulfilment of this promise, The Holy Spirit is dramatically poured out at Pentecost, a paradigm-shifting event that overshadows the whole book (Acts 2). Significantly, the culmination of the out-pouring of the Spirit is not tongues, bold preaching or even many people responding, but the establishment of the church, a new people of God for a new era of salvation, history (Acts 2:42-47).

That's exactly the point I was trying to make last week.  Thank you for this confirmation Peter! The “Pentecost Puzzle” is usually because people get hung up on the spectacular happenings at Pentecost, tongues in particular.  Then we have those within the church majoring on the spectacular...  on the dramatic.... on the 'powerful', and then we end up with differing views and  understandings of how Christians can get the experience and the power of the early church.  It is so easy to miss the main point of Pentecost…the Holy Spirit poured out, the baptism of the Holy Spirit – to establish the church.

This is not something to be sought by individual believers.  This is God acting sovereignly to bring about a new era of salvation history, and it is  all according to His perfect timing and will…..never to be repeated.  You cannot sing or pray for “another Pentecost”!  I said last week that the “Pentecost Puzzle” cries out for clarity.  Where do we go for clarity?  The scriptures.  What did we begin to discover when we did that?   Pentecost was prophesied and perfectly fulfilled.  What else do we learn from the scriptures? Pentecost is promised.
Pentecost Promised
Matthew 3:11:  “He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire”.  So said John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus, the Messiah.  Immediately, people again focus on the dramatic – fire! That's what we need….Fire!  So we sing enthusiastically “Send the fire today”.  But, be careful what you ask for here.  Yes, “what seemed to be tongues of fire….came to rest on each of them” (Acts 2:3) at Pentecost, and so people say “we need that baptism of fire”... we need that power.  But remember, John was saying this about Jesus comparing His ministry with his own.  His was a water baptism for repentance (3;11), so the 'drenching' or baptism that John promises, is not a specific rite or experience post-conversion, rather it points to the purifying effect of Jesus work, making effective that return to the holiness of the people of God that John's water baptism could only symbolise.
The imagery of fire in the Scriptures points to judgement…it points to the purifying of God's people – in this context, the Holy Spirit poured out on the people of God to burn up the dross in their lives that they might be holy as He is holy.  So, when we next sing “send the fire today” when we cry out to God to make us more effective….more powerful in our life and witness, remember, the fire comes to do a sometimes painful work in us, “To burn up every trace of sin”, then the Holy Spirit is free to do his transforming work in us.  So Pentecost is promised by John the Baptist, but it is also promised by Jesus Himself (John 7:37-39).

Let me read that to you…  the Holy Spirit to be poured out after Jesus is glorified….pointing to His death, resurrection and ascension.

But promised too, by the Father – Acts 1:4-5.  Jesus telling His disciples to wait for the baptism of The Holy Spirit…promised by God the Father.  

So the baptism of The Holy Spirit is both prophesied and promised – the new age/dispensation of the Spirit could not happen until Jesus was ascended and glorified – all in accordance with God's overall plan of salvation.  A new age, a new dispensation – a new thing is born of which you and I are a part of by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the church – not a building or a denomination, but church from the Greek word “ecclesia” - called out ones.  

One of the metaphors used to define the Church is the Church as a body. The Church is brought together in union with Jesus Christ and with each other by the Holy Spirit so that we are part of each other.  Jesus was incarnate on earth.  Now Jesus Christ is incarnate in His church by the power of The Holy Spirit.  Not now one body but a multiplicity of bodies in which Jesus lives.  The Holy Spirit is poured out and the Church is born.  So here we see the “Purpose of Pentecost”.  The establishment of the Church – made up of believers baptised with The Holy Spirit, what Jesus promised in John 7 which we looked at earlier.

So let us be very clear on this.  Everyone in the Church is indwelt  by the Holy Spirit. When I say, “Church” I do not mean everybody who goes to Church.  The Church is made up of wheat and tares, true believers and unbelievers.  I am talking of the true Church.  Those who know Christ by personal faith and trust in Him….those believers, you and I (I trust? Talk to me afterwards if you are unsure of your salvation).  All of us possess The Holy Spirit.  He lives in us.  That is the character of this new age/dispensation – that is what The Church is – a fellowship of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, living in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Just to underline what I am saying – Romans 8:9.  “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ”.  Every believer possesses the Holy Spirit – for instruction, for power, for comfort, for security, for guaranteeing our inheritance.

The Holy Spirit is in every believer.  Prophesied and also promised by Jesus Himself – He said it would happen and it happens here in Acts 2.  The Church is born and from then on every believer at the point of faith in Christ receives the Holy Spirit – who has been poured out - baptising everyone who believes and trusts in Christ. That's “The Purpose of Pentecost”.

We will take all this a bit further at a future date – for now, take on board these foundations I am laying down for you.  No room, I believe, from the scriptures to talk in terms of some Christians not having the Holy Spirit – no room for the haves and have nots, no room for receiving the Holy Spirit after conversion.  Those who argue for such things do not really understand what the Church is – a body of believers all indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  That is what the Church is.  As I have just said, we will follow all this up and develop it sometime in the future, when those of our congregation return after their summer breaks.
