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Sermon Title: “THE PENTECOST PUZZLE”   
It has been good to have Bob and Gill with us over the past six weeks.  We thank God for them, especially Bob's teaching ministry.  Pray for them and their return in November.  With Bob preaching every week it has given me time to reflect.  We've just had our first birthday.  What next?  Where do we go from here?  What needs to be put in place for our future growth?

I've considered many things….I've been reading and praying a lot.  I was struck by the fact that we celebrated Pentecost two weeks ago.  I am just so aware that there is such confusion and uncertainty over Pentecost and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Bob, last week was talking about the Lord building His church.  So encouraging, the certainty of it all.  Nothing can stand in its way or overcome it.  Pentecost, amongst other things is all about the birth of the Church.  Without Pentecost, with the Holy Spirit having being poured out, there would be no church! So Pentecost, the Baptism of The Holy Spirit is all important.  One of the most important days in the life of the Church.  And yet, Pentecost and Baptism of The Holy Spirit are probably more misunderstood and have created more confusion and uncertainty than any other doctrine in the history of the church.

I jotted down some of the different views and understandings of the baptism of The Holy Spirit.  I call it:
1) “The Pentecost Puzzle”:
a) The Baptism of The Holy Spirit is a separate experience and follows on from conversion.

b) The Baptism of The Holy Spirit is something that every believer should seek and experience. 

c) Some Christian do receive the Baptism of The Holy Spirit, others do not, either because of lack of faith or some sin in their life. So you end up with 'the haves and the have nots' in the church, which can lead to spiritual arrogance on the part of the 'haves' and spiritual despair in the 'have nots'. 

d) Some denominations make Baptism of The Holy Spirit one of their core beliefs. “We believe that the Baptism of The Holy Spirit is given to believers who ask for it”. This statement of belief is included in one of the main  line Pentecostal Churches.   Are they right? Christians disagree over this which leads to division in the Body of Christ.

e) Tongues are believed by some to be the “proof” of the Baptism in The Holy Spirit.  If you do not speak in tongues you have not been baptised in The Holy Spirit.

f) Many in the Charismatic wing of the church urge people to have  experiences of, or encounters with, the Holy Spirit.  Being slain in the Spirit is “proof” of this encounter.  Is this the Baptism in The Holy Spirit?  

g) Some believe that non-Christians need to experience The Holy Spirit.  One young man in a church back in the UK that I heard of, used to go round praying for people to 'receive The Holy Spirit'.  This was his way of evangelising the unbeliever.  Can you use The Holy Spirit in that way for evangelism?

h) Rodney Howard-Brown, during the so called “Toronto Blessing”,  was known as the “Holy Spirit Bartender”,   calling people forward as he dished out a `shot` of The Holy Spirit.  Is that something that can be supported by Scripture? Is that what believers need to experience to live the victorious Christian life?

i)The church today is weak, powerless and ineffective in the eyes of some. Pentecost equipped and empowered the first believers and the church grew at a  phenomenal rate, so, the argument goes, we need another Pentecost so that the church today can go forward in power to meet the challenges of the 21st century. Are to look for, or are we to expect, another Pentecost?

You may be able to add to my 'Pentecost Puzzle' list.  There is a lot of confusion out there!  Maybe you can identify with Acts 2:12 which we read a few moments ago, “Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 'What does this mean'”.
That was certainly my question fairly early on in my Christian life.

In my curacy in the Manchester Diocese, my vicar had been touched by renewal movement, and he wanted me and other church members to have the same experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. He had a week-end of renewal for the church led by a nationally known church leader.  At some point over the week-end I had the opportunity to have some time with this church leader.  I was prayed for at some length and I was led to believe I would have this life changing experience.  I waited…. he waited… he prayed again…..and again…..Nothing dramatic happened.  I have to say, I felt let down and disappointed. Perhaps I was that hopeless case, after all!, especially as the church leader said that for me it would be a bit like the tide coming in! That felt like a bit of a let-down to say the least! 

Now, if I have had my struggles over the Baptism of The Holy Spirit, I dare to suggest you will have too.  That is why I think it is important as a church that we look at the Baptism of The Holy Spirit, so we have a clearer understanding of what it actually means and to make sure we are all pulling in the same direction.

So, over the next few weeks, we are going to look at what the Scriptures have to say about this vitally important matter.  We have looked at the 'Pentecost Puzzle', now we need some clarity! Where can we begin to get that clarity? By looking at what the Scriptures have to say.
2) Pentecost Prophesied
Let us then consider how Pentecost was prophesied in the Old Testament.  There are two types of prophecy – (1) Verbally Predictive and (2) Typically Predictive.   By that I mean (1) word prophecy and here are examples of what I mean: “The Virgin will be with child and give birth to a son and will call Him Immanuel”. Isaiah 7:14. Or the prophecy in Joel when Peter addresses the crowd and explained what was happening:  “In the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all people”. These are verbally predictive  prophecies….word prophecies.

Other prophecies in the Old Testament are typically predictive. ”Picture Prophecies”, if you like.  Typically in the sense it is a `type` of prophesy fulfilled in the New Testament.  An example is Passover….. the blood of the lamb sacrificed has to be put on the door posts of Israelites so that the Angel of Death would “Passover” the Israelites and they would be spared.  “...when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus  12:13.  A “type” of prophecy….a typically predictive prophecy… a picture prophecy, if you like, perfectly fulfilled in the sacrifice of Jesus, The Lamb of God whose shed blood makes it possible for those who stand under His shed blood to escape the wrath of God to come.  
Now, I'm sure you are all familiar with the book of Leviticus in the Old Testament .  That's the book people stop at when having said so enthusiastically,  “I am going to read the whole Bible”!  They get to Leviticus and grind to a halt!  Not an easy book by any means, but a book full of Typically Predictive prophecies.  Take Leviticus 23 for example, where the appointed feasts of the Lord were given to Moses.  

There are three major feasts which picture the work of The Lord Jesus Christ depicting God's overall plan of salvation.  

1. The Passover:  We have already touched on this one.  Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, whose blood was shed so that all who have put their faith in Him.... those who are trusting in his perfect sacrifice… who are covered in the Blood of the Lamb, are saved from the punishment their sins deserve.  “Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed”.  So says Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:7.  Now, when was Jesus killed? On what feast day? Passover.  Jesus dies on the exact day to fulfil that typically predictive prophecy. He died to God`s timetable – exactly.

2. 2nd Feast – The Feast of the First Fruits.

The Israelites were to bring to the priest “a sheaf of the first grains you harvest” (23:10).  This was to be held the next day after the Sabbath after Passover.

So Passover, Good Friday, Saturday (Sabbath). Next day? Sunday – the Resurrection! Christ's resurrection – on the Feast of First Fruits.  Again perfectly fulfilling prophecy…..to God's timetable.

3) The Feast of Weeks.

In New Testament times it came to be known as “The Day of Pentecost”. Pentecost = 50 – 50 days after Passover.  It is the first fruits of the wheat harvest.  It's pointing forward to the great harvest of believers that is to come. As God sent rain from heaven to bring in the wheat harvest, so in the N.T. God sends the Holy Spirit from heaven to bring in the human harvest of believers into the kingdom.

The Holy is poured out... the church is born.... believers are equipped and empowered for the task of bringing in the rest of the harvest.  

When was the Holy Spirit poured out? When did the baptism of the Holy Spirit occur?  50 days after Passover – Pentecost!  Again, God's perfect timing. Prophecy perfectly fulfilled. 

3) Conclusion.
So what are we to make of all this?

Firstly, Pentecost is quite simply God's event to his timetable.  It was not brought about by any human endeavour.  There was no waiting for it... no tarrying, as some Christians maintain.... no striving after it.... no conditions to be met to receive it.  The Holy Spirit was poured out on all believers.  Yes, the first disciples had to 'wait' but only in obedience to Jesus command for the baptism to be given in God's perfect timing.  There is no need for Christians today to 'wait' for something that has already occurred.

Secondly,  we see that Pentecost is clearly a one off event.  It ushers in a new dispensation.... the age of the Holy Spirit.  It brings about the birth of the church.  It has happened as part of God's perfect plan of salvation. It has happened!  It has occurred.... it will not be repeated.  The Holy Spirit has been poured out on all believers.

That's why I struggle with that hymn we sometimes sing , “Send the Fire Today” in which we say 'We need another Pentecost'.  There will not be another Pentecost!  We certainly need revival, but that is not 'another Pentecost' – it can't happen.  All we need has been given to us, because of Pentecost.  All we need to live out our lives in the power of the Spirit is available to us because the Spirit has been poured out.  There was and is only one Pentecost!

I have tried to keep this as simple as I can.  I have tried to lay a foundation.  Perhaps, like me, you need a foundation.... a base on which to build and hopefully, as we continue this series, we will be able to build on that foundation together.
