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This week we are looking at a question submitted by Mary.  Can you lose your salvation?  Now this is certainly a question that needs an answer.  The passage we read from Hebrews Chapter 6 this morning,  is the passage people take to say it is possible to lose your salvation, and the stark warnings that are given, have probably caused more anxiety and uncertainty for believers than any other verses in the New Testament.  Is this passage actually teaching that it is possible for a Christian to lose their salvation, as some maintain?  As you have heard me say many times, for us to understand any verses or passages of scripture, we must look at the context in which the passage is set.  A text taken out of context becomes a pretext. - “A pretext is a fictitious reason given in order to conceal the real one” – so says my Collins English Dictionary.  We want to get to the real reason…. the real point that this passage is making.


The book of Hebrews is written, as the title suggests, to Jewish believers……Jewish Christians, and the Jewish Christians were having a really tough time.  Many of them had had to face fierce persecution…. they had been physically assaulted…their homes had been plundered…. some had been cast into prison because of their faith in Christ…. others ridiculed publicly for trusting in Jesus.  All that is recorded for us in Chapter 10 vs 32 – 34:  “Remember those earlier days after you had received the light.  When you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.  Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution: at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.   You sympathised with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you know that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions”.  The writer to the Hebrews knows exactly what they have had to face…. he knows how incredibly difficult and demanding it has been for them to follow Christ……. he knows too, just how these Jewish Christians are reacting under such extreme pressure, and that is the basic thrust of his letter – an encouragement to endure…… an exhortation to persevere.


Basically, there were three different responses to their difficult situation.  Three different groups of Christians, if you like, and I think its fair to say that in every age, whenever Christians face persecution, people will fall into one of these three categories.


There were those who accepted these trials and tribulations joyfully.  That is not to say they found it easy or “enjoyed” persecution, but they had taken to heart the words of Jesus.: “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets before you”. (Matt 5: 11 – 12).   They knew and accepted that they were called to suffer…… they knew that was the `deal`, as it were, they knew that it was going to be tough to follow Christ, but they also knew He was faithful…. they knew that He was trustworthy…… they knew that they could hold to His promise……” great is your reward in heaven”.  They knew they “had better and lasting possessions”.  They were able, by the grace of God, to “rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ”. (1 Peter 4 vs 13).   So, they embrace and rejoice in their sufferings and they are commended for that and encouraged to persevere.  They did not `lose` their salvation.


Then there were others in danger of compromising their faith.  They were under pressure to revert to Judaism… to go back to the old Jewish system…. to keeping the law…. to be circumcised.  A kind of “Judaising  of the gospel” …. that belief In Christ alone was not sufficient – another example of Christ plus something, in this case, the law, which, as Paul says in Galatians, is “no gospel at all” (Gal 1:7).   So, along with the first group, they too are urged to “hold fast” (3:6), “strive to enter” (4 :11), “to go onto maturity “ (4:14), to seize the hope (6:18), set before them.  So, the writer to the Hebrews does this by enlarging their vision of Christ.  He turns their eyes, not to themselves, not to the pressures to compromise, not to their persecutors – but to Christ.  One of my commentaries on Hebrews, by Rev. Dr. Raymond Brown (ex-principle of Spurgeon`s College, London) is entitled “Christ Above All”.  In it, he says this, “no believer can hope to cope with adversity unless Christ fills his horizons, sharpens his priorities and dominates his experience.  “That is the aim of this letter – to enable these believers to resist the pressure to compromise.


Then there is the third group – these are the ones who have “shrunk back”.  “But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved” (10: 39).  They had earlier identified with Christ… They were involved in the life of the church…. They had expressed their allegiance to Christ, but had now turned away from Him – they had become `apostate` - that is, those who abandon their religion.  They had not just turned away from Christ, they had abandoned Him……. turned their back on Him…. were now even hostile to Him…. their hearts were hardened (3 :12-13).





There are three things we can learn from this group in chapter 6: 4-8.


 They despise God's gifts.


They forfeit God's blessing ( 6: 7-8).


They reject God`s Son (chp 6 vs 6)


Let us just look at number 3.  The rejection of God`s Son.  We don't have time this morning t consider 1 and 2.  They started so well…they had identified with Christ…. they were part of His church…they proclaimed Him as their Lord and Saviour. But then we read something really disturbing – “they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting Him to public disgrace” (6:6).  They have disowned Him…. they have denounced Him…. they now “hold Him up to contempt” …. they put Him to an open “shame” as other versions put it.  Having at one time adored Him, now they despise Him.  Having at one time worshipped Him, they now view Him as one “despised and rejected by men” (Is 53 vs 3)


What a frightening turn around!  How could that possibly happen?  How could “Christians” turn in that way on their Lord and Saviour?  The answer has to be  because they were never truly saved.  Their problem was they were holding on to the foundations (vs 1-2) laid for them in Old Testament Judaism. Repentance, faith in God, baptism, laying on of hands, resurrection and judgement – all things familiar to the new covenant in Christ.  They listened to the false teachers who said the foundations were already there……. there was no need to add Christ to those foundations.  They reverted to their former Judaism they went back into a “work” based religion……. there was no need of Christ….so they rejected the grace of God and refused to “go on to maturity” which can only be found in Christ


Were these people real Christians?  Had they ever truly trusted in Christ as their Lord and Saviour? Were they saved?  The answer has to be a resounding `no`.  We can say that because of the language used in verses 4 – 6.  It does not use the language that is normally used to describe the new birth in Christ, or justification by faith – it talks of their being “enlightened” but not of being `saved`.  It talks of their having  'tasted' and “shared”,  but it does not talk of their lives having been transformed.  In other words, they had, as it were, “dabbled” with Christianity but had never committed to Christ, and therefore were in a very dangerous state, unable to be “brought back to repentance”.  I have heard it said that the Church of England is very good at` inoculating` people so that they become incapable of experiencing real Christian faith – people led to believe that as long as they are baptised, confirmed... as long as they take communion at Easter – that they are o.k....  they are “in”.  They are the people who are sometimes the hardest to reach with the gospel.  People in the church, inoculated against the real thing.  That is exactly what was happening with this group being addressed in this letter.  They had been inoculated against the real thing…. their hearts had hardened; they could no longer respond to the grace of God.


Look at verse 9;  that makes it clear that there were those in the Church who were going on with the Lord – going on to maturity….” better things in your case – things that accompany salvation”.  In other words, there was nothing that accompanied salvation in the other group.  They had not lost their salvation – they never had it in the first place.


What we see here is a spiritual principle of the Old Testament being worked out in those people. Deut 29 verses 18 -28 describe in great detail the fate of anyone who “turns away from The Lord our God”.  Such a person walks in the stubbornness of his heart and produces “a root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit “ (v.9).  That is the sad picture of what had happened to these “Christians” …. their hearts got harder and harder and then the inevitable followed.  A root of poison…. a bitter fruit…. which explains the hostility now of these people who once claimed to follow Christ.  The danger of “dabbling” with Christianity…. the danger of looking in from the outside without ever committing to Christ.


As I was preparing this, I could picture several other sermons that probably should follow this one.  If I had tried to conclude them today, we would be here for a very long time!! We have been hearing about a group of Christians who had “shrunk back”.  People who at one time would have been regarded as “Christians” by others in the church.  Maybe we found that a bit unsettling …. maybe we wonder if that could possibly happen to me.  Maybe we are not sure we are truly saved – truly in Christ.  I think there needs to be a follow up to what we have discussed today.  Something like “How do I know I am a true disciple of Jesus Christ?”  Now I know no-one has asked me that question, but I want to make sure we are all rock solid in our faith.  I also plan to look at certain Scriptures – hopefully next week , if time permits, or at some other stage.  Scriptures that make it abundantly clear that true disciples of Jesus Christ are eternally secure in Him.


I am reminded of how John writes towards the end of his first epistle (v.13):  “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know you have eternal life”.  No room for doubt…….no room for uncertainty.  I do not want to leave you with the possibility of doubt or uncertainty eating away at your Christian faith.  Hopefully, next week and beyond, we can be absolutely sure we know we are true disciples and that we know we have eternal life.











