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Theme: Advent.
Advent – Here AGAIN…

For many of us comes around again TOO quickly 

Some really love this time of year

Children its an exciting time – now mine are older

· Advent calendar with chocolates 

· Candles on our kitchen table - light it every day

Season of Advent  
Remember Christ’s birth while at the same time preparing ourselves for His coming again
BUT for many preparations of Advent more about

· Finishing work

· Family descending for Christmas

· Present buying and food

OR think about going on an adventure to get away from it all and come back when its all over! Activity, Beach, sum and warm! 

OR Stay here for a God Adventure

Willing to hear God’s plan for our life, speak to others of our friends and family who confirm it, read the bible, words jump off the page about Gods faithfulness and promises

Those God incidences – WOW moments – LOVE more of those moments - wouldn’t you? more adventure moments like that!

The call of Advent – the call to Adventure - ADVENTure

Learn from others who have gone before and so we look at one of the very first people in the bible who went on an ADVENTure.  Look at the angel appearing to Mary 

Today – look at the news that the long-awaited Messiah would finally be born.
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants for ever; his kingdom will never end.’
34 ‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’
35 The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[b] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.’
38 ‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ Then the angel left her.
Now—why do you think God chose MARY?  

Why pick her to play this crucial role in His Great Advent-ure? 

Why bestow on her the honor of serving as a mother to the Messiah? 

I believe that here in His Word God tells us things about Mary that give us a partial answer to these questions – 
I look at them as pre-requisites when it comes to God using anyone to join Him in the great ADVENTURE, 

For Mary – it was a WOW moment in her life!

WOW moments when God revealed the plan he had for her life – 

Mary’s – Attitude to God’s

1) Will

2) Others

3) Word
(1) …she had the right attitude about God’s WILL.
She said YES to God’s WILL for her life.  

Look back at our text. 

In verses 31-37 Gabriel delivers his message from God. He tells Mary she will be the mother of the long-awaited Messiah. 

In verse 38 Mary gives her answer,
“Yes…if this is God’s will for my life…yes, I am the Lord’s servant
WOW - don’t trivialize her answer—you need to understand; this was an incredibly courageous thing for Mary to say. 

At the very LEAST her reputation was shot because she would be branded a loose woman. 

And, at the WORST, according to the religious laws of her culture, Mary would face death by stoning

This was a gutsy teenager! 
STOP – let that sink in a moment - YES she was only a teenager, you teenagers here today understand the implication and impact – if you were Mary – what she is willingly agreeing to.

When a poor, peasant teenager named Mary, humbly said to Gabriel, 
I am the Lord’s servant
HER Adventure started BUT ALSO start of God’s BIGGER Adventure for saving this world
 x 2 
STOP - Think about that for a moment.    If God could use the life of a humble young girl to implement his world saving plans-  then He CAN use any life—including yours and mine 
God invites to go on Adventures, People like Mary, people like You and me…teenagers, people who are WILLING to say – 

Like me going to Water Eaton Bletchley nr Milton Keynes.  Socially deprived area, not what I was expecting but I find myself like Mary saying…
I am the Lord’s servant
 (2) The right attitude about OTHERS
A little later in Luke’s gospel the next part of Mary’s great ADVENT-ure is recorded where she rushes to visit her Uncle Zach and Auntie Liz and share in their baby as the angel had told her.

Think angel knew she would go to Elizabeth?     For mutual support?  Share her WOW moment?

BUT also for a Holy Spirit moment– God reinforced his message through Elizabeth – 

Elizabeth says to Mary some Holy Spirit inspired words - 
45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!’
Need that ourselves sometimes when God calls us into his great Adventure –- what we heard and agreed to – seek out Godly people, friends, family, to share it with, reinforce our willingness and brings confidence to go on with it!
SO FAR
Mary was WILLING to be the Lord’s servant on the Adventure

Sought out OTHERS and shared her WOW moment and God reinforced her Adventure calling

(3) I think God chose Mary because she had the right attitude about His written WORD.
Mary responds in song..a song of faith – often called the Magnificat BUT perhaps not read very often here but in many churches in traditional evening prayer
Bonheoffer spoke these words about Mary’s song in a sermon during Advent 1933.  :
“The song of Mary is the oldest Advent hymn. It is at once the most passionate, the wildest, one might even say the most revolutionary Advent hymn ever sung. This is not the gentle, tender, dreamy Mary whom we sometimes see in paintings.…This song has none of the sweet, nostalgic, or even playful tones of some of our Christmas carols. It is instead a hard, strong, inexorable song about the power of God and the powerlessness of humankind.”

I’d like for us to read Mary’s song afresh, The Magnificat, as if for the first time.  

As we do so, let’s be asking what Mary meant by these words at the start of her ADVENTure – not knowing all that will happen to her or to Jesus

Will you stand and read it - together
46 And Mary said:

‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants for ever, just as he promised our ancestors.’
WOW Moment. SHE Understands the Adventure!
STARTS  ‘My soul glorifies the Lord’ – glory goes to God, not about her 
Summary of
God would do through His Anointed One  
The long-awaited messiah would be like 

The messiah’s mission on earth  

Anticipate He would accomplish
HOW did she know?  
The lyrics of her song contain at least 15 direct quotes from the Old Testament 
Mary obviously knew her Bible. She knew it well!  And we must understand—this would have been difficult for Mary. 

In those days printed Scriptures were a luxury, she would not have had actual written copies. 

This means she would have had to memorize Old Testament Scriptures as her parents taught them to her over the years. 
And her Magnificat proves that she had done exactly that.  
But she didn’t just MEMORIZE it and meditate on it. 
She trusted God.  She believed His Word. 
· Support, prayer and encouragement from Mum

· Verse on card – wardrobe when getting dressed in the morning, stayed with me all these years and really important verse – memorized and meditated on it

· ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding’ Proverbs 3:5
Do you remember how she phrased her “YES” to Gabriel in verse 38?  Mary said, “May your word to me be fulfilled —
Are you missing out on “startling’ announcements - a God given ADVENTURE? 

Maybe like Mary – need to read His word and cherish it and meditate on it

You see, when it comes to God’s Adventure - He uses people who BELIEVE His promises in His WORD and TRUST them and LIVE by them
Believe what written in his WORD

Conclusion
Season of Advent 
PRAY - this is not just ANOTHER Advent season that rushes by BUT one that is an ADVENture  a WOW Adventure
Attitude of being WILLING to be used by God
He uses willing people, people willing to follow Mary’s example.  
To be willing to accept the call from God 

Maybe just something simple like invite people to various services over Christmas?

Attitude to Others
We pray this Advent will be filled with many of you starting out on an ADVENture – encourage you to share your WOW moments,  tell, share with others what God is doing in your life 
Attitude about God’s WORD 
Mary was chosen because she had the right attitude about God’s Word.

She didn’t only MEMORIZE it, BUT meditated on it. AND CHERISHED it 

She BELIEVED the promises of God’s written Word
‘May it be according to your WORD’  - 

Reading it we hear from God and he speaks and calls us on an ADVENTure – are we prepared to read HIS WORD this Advent?

WOW  moments – Willing, Others, Word - when God moves in our life those God incidences, God moments are amazing, I don’t know about you but I would like more of those!  
Start today? ADVENTure time of year - may we echo the words of Mary 
38 ‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ 

AMEN LET US PRAY

Magnificat

Luke 1 46-55

46 And Mary said:

‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants for ever, just as he promised our ancestors.’
