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Theme: 10) 'True Spirituality – Does not judge by outward appearance.'
Two weeks ago (I was in the UK for a week and so there was no sermon in this series, last Sunday), we focused on the core problems of Corinthian Christians.  They thought of themselves as very spiritual…. They actually  prided themselves on their spirituality.  Paul's assessment of them though, was very different from theirs!  Paul says: 1) You rely on human wisdom, you rely on human thinking and you bring those practices into the Church. 2) You are worldly, you are carnal-  you operate in the flesh, not in your new spiritual nature. You are Christians, yes, but you are immature.  You are so immature I have to treat you like I would an unbeliever.  That is how spiritual you are!

Its vitally important for us to understand what Paul has spent so much time stressing - all the problems within the church…  all the sins in that church… were the result of human wisdom and carnality. These two things are at the root of everything in Corinth.  They are also at the root of every problem in every church in every age.  That's why it's so important we get hold of all this for ourselves and for the life  of this church - Lanzarote Christian Fellowship.  

If this precious little church to going to continue to grow in the right way...  If this little church is going to continue to grow in the right way... If this little church is going to continue to be united... If this little church is going to continue to enjoy the fellowship we have – then we have to take on board the dangers Paul is pointing to.  Relying on human wisdom… operating in the flesh, carnality,  were at the root of the first problem – division within the church.   'You bought with you human wisdom, based on the pattern before you were believers.  “Let us have spiritual leaders”, just as we did in following different philosophers and philosophies”   So you have a Paul group, an Apollos group and a Peter group.  Then you operate in the flesh and quarrel and argue and fall out over who is the best!'  Disaster!

There can be no place for that in the Church, says Paul.  You do not exalt Christian preachers/teachers/leaders – you do not put them on pedestals – they are only servants – appointed by God, 'through whom you came to believe'.  Paul and Apollos were nothing – they simply did what was asked of them – but God was responsible for the growth! Therefore, says Paul, `get your focus on Him`!

When Christians focus on Him…. who He is…. what He has done for us… how glorious He is…. how gracious He is…. how awesome He is…. how majestic He is…. how holy He is…. there is unity!  We make sure He is our focus… We make sure He is at the centre of all that we are… all that we do.  Then Paul touches on the same principle – relying on human wisdom…operating in the flesh (carnality) in the way these Corinthians assessed the leadership within the church.  The same principle…. relying on human wisdom which determined their attitude and operating in the flesh, which determined their action.

What is the accepted norm by which people are assessed in the world – according to human wisdom? Largely by appearance.  That is the attitude people adopt. `Do they look good`?  Are they attractive? Are they successful? Are they popular? How many `likes` do they get on Facebook?  How many followers do they have on Twitter?  Or, if you are on `Love Island`, which I have not watched by the way! “Do he have a six pack? Does he have a good physique? What is the size of her bra cup? Does she have a stunning figure?”  That is the attitude people adopt….so people judge by appearance, people are assessed by the how they look…. what “image” they have…people make shallow, superficial judgements.  People are assessed by the standards of the world…. that is the attitude people adopt in the world, according to human wisdom.

I am reminded of the story in the Old Testament 1 Samuel chapter 16, when The Lord, having rejected Saul, tells Samuel to go to Jesse of Bethlehem because “I have chosen one of his sons to be king '.  Samuel sees one of Jesse's sons, Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed stands here before the Lord ”.  Saul was tall and handsome – an impressive looking man, so perhaps Samuel was wanting to find someone who looked like Saul to be Israel's King.  In other words, he had adopted a worldly attitude; he was judging by appearances.  That is why he was corrected by The Lord.  “'Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 'The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but The Lord looks at the heart” .
That is exactly what the Corinthian Christians were doing…. judging by outward appearances.  Making shallow superficial judgements.  That is how they were assessing the ministries of Paul, Apollos and Peter.  Judging them by worldly standards…adopting the attitudes of the world.  But the problem was more widespread than that.  There were now new Christian leaders emerging in the Church, some of whom derided Paul's ministry.  The new leaders were gaining a following…. they were becoming more and more popular.  The Corinthians judged their new   leaders favourably……they were impressed by them…. their message was attractive…. their message was more sophisticated…they appeared to be more learned…more eloquent…easier to listen to.  These leaders and their followers looked down on Paul  Paul was 'old hat'.... 'old school'.       
 Paul persisted in his message of Christ crucified... he kept emphasising the cross.   They were beyond all that.  They were now more “spiritual” and so had outgrown Paul and the gospel.  Too `sophisticated` now for Paul.  They much preferred the new leaders.   They were more with it – they were more 'trendy' – they were the future.  'If the Church is going to grow, these are the sort of leaders we want and need - not Paul and other apostles with their out-dated methods and presentation'.  

Now, how does Paul tackle this particular problem?  He points them to the future judgement of God – when we have to stand before God and give an account…this is the judgment of believers – different from the final judgement of unbelievers.  This judgement of the believer is not about whether he is accepted into heaven or not – if you are a 'in Christ', you are in! This is about what we have done in our lives for Christ.  This is all about the true quality of any Christian leaders work. This is about reward…. this will determine our role when we rule with Christ in His millennial reign. (more about that in a later sermon).

Did we build on the foundation that has already been laid – Jesus Christ?

Did our teaching focus on His work on the cross?  Was he uplifted and glorified by the way we live our lives?  Was he uplifted and glorified by the way we live our lives? Etc. Etc.

This is the gold, silver, costly stones Paul talks about (vs.12) to be tested by fire……these things will survive the test, these things last…. then we will hear those marvellous words, “Well done good faithful servant” (Matt 25 vs 21).  So, Paul says, 'don’t judge by appearances.  Don’t make shallow superficial assessments.  Don’t even attempt those judgements, those assessments'.  Why? Because, 1) only God knows the heart. 2) Judging by appearances is fraught with danger – it's so easy to come to the wrong conclusion.  So, do not do it.   You are not equipped to do it.  Leave it to God!

Some who look good, who look the part, but have not been faithful to Christ and his teaching, some will suffer shame on that day.  Maybe they pointed to themselves and not to Christ.  Maybe they built up a following for themselves rather than disciples of The Lord Jesus Christ.  Maybe, they tried to give a message the people wanted to hear, rather than faithfully proclaiming the truth from His Word.  Maybe, they expected their teaching to fit in with the culture of the day.  It is possible to be a good preacher…. a good teacher, to be thought of as a good communicator…a natural leader…. to have a following….to have a flourishing church – by all outward appearance to be doing a marvellous work, but it is `wood, hay or straw` -  it does not stand the test….it does not last…. it is burnt up…. Consumed.  '…. he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping `through the flames` (vs 15).  No `Well done good and faithful servant`. No fanfare or congratulations on arrival.  Yes, if he is in Christ, he is saved – but a rather undignified entrance into heaven – like a man leaping from a burning building before it collapses.   

But for false teachers – those whose teaching is full of falsehood, those who destroyed, spiritually, those they were supposed to pastor – they can expect no mercy from God.

The Church……. the Christian Church……  including Lanzarote Christian Fellowship!  is God's precious temple that He loves deeply and where He has chosen to live.  You do not mess with His Church!  “If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him”.  In other words, leave it all to God.  Leave it all in His hands.  He is Sovereign…. He is Just…. He is Righteous…. We are not!

 True Spirituality, amongst many other things, does not get drawn into that worldly, immature attitude of judging by appearances.  True Spirituality is not impressed by what goes on  on the surface.  True Spirituality does not get taken in by flashy, gimmicky, worldly methods and techniques.  True spirituality does not make shallow, superficial assessments. ` So then, no more boasting about men',  as Paul says in verse 21.  Don't get taken in by men…. don't get taken in by appearances.  What God is looking for in all Christian leaders is not flashiness, but faithfulness.
