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Last week we looked at the trials Peter said his flock would have to face…trials that Christians in every age will have to face.  We live in a hostile world, spiritually speaking.  We live in a world opposed to God and His ways.  Therefore we have the trials of being in a minority.  We have the trial of hostility. We have the trial of dissimilarity.  We are different! We saw that we therefore need 'stick-ability' and that we have a responsibility to this hostile world – to pray and proclaim.

So these are the trials Peter warns his readers they will have to face.  He is warning them that it is going to be tough, and they want to know, 'What can you say to encourage us to continue? '  Not an unreasonable request! We all ask that question in one form or another and some time or another, When faced with the reality of trials, people usually fall into two camps. (1) Those who want to be comforted. (2) Those who want to confront.

1. Those wanting comfort, then as now, want to hear soothing words… “everything is going to be O.K. Don’t worry.  Hang on in there, things will gradually get better.  Be assured these trials are only temporary”.  They want to be told “there is a wonderful world just around the corner.  Evil and sin will soon be banished.  There, there, everything is O.K.”.  But that is not what Peter is telling them.  That is not what the bible teaches.  The bible teaches the exact opposite in fact.  If you want words of comfort, you will probably have to align yourself with a false teacher!  They are good at saying things people want to hear.

2.  Then there are those who, when facing trials, want to confront the situation.  They look around and see how bad things are….how desperate is the situation.  They assume things can only go from bad to worse, the situation is hopeless.        The world is heading for disaster…a catastrophe.  Things are so bad we have to act….we have to do something.  We live in a chaotic world, we must preach Christ! We have to confront the world – its Christ or chaos. 

No doubt there were people in Peter`s day thinking along those lines, but just as he doesn’t offer them comfort, nor does he urge them to go out and confront. “O.K. “says Peter, “You want to know how you can continue.  You want words of encouragement; here is my answer to you:  The Sovereignty of God.  You want comfort and consolation? Understand the Sovereignty of God. You are tempted to confront the chaos? Consider the Sovereignty of God”.

In fact, the only encouragement ever given us in the midst of trials we have to face, is to know the Sovereignty of God.  That is Peter`s theme too, and he looks at the Sovereignty of God under three main headings.

(1) The Power of God.

(2) The Righteousness and Justice of God.

(3) The Love of God.
1. The Power of God
The whole world may be opposed to God and His ways.  The world is a very hostile place to the people of God, but, “The Lord knows how to rescue Godly men from trials” (Vs 9).  “The Lord knows how”….the Lord is able.  He is all powerful.  He is God Almighty.  So, it’s not Christ or chaos which suggests the possibility that God may somehow be defeated. It is always “chaos and Christ” (as Doctor Martyn Lloyd Jones so helpfully points out).  Even if the world reduces itself to utter chaos, God is able…out of chaos, He is able to work out His own purpose.  The cross is the supreme example of that….evil men and Satan plotting and scheming to get rid of God's own Son, and yet God uses it and turns it to bring about His perfect plan of salvation.

In other words, whatever men may do, God reigns.  God is in control.  God is Sovereign.  “He is able”.  We don’t know the answers.  We don’t know why He allowed evil into our world.  We only know the reality of it – but we also know that although He has permitted evil, the powers of evil are under His control.  He keeps it within bounds….it is limited.  Take the book of Job.  Satan given permission to try Job, but he was not allowed to go beyond a certain point.  God was in control.  Satan was restricted.  The Sovereignty of God.  Look at the biblical account of God's dealing with His people and His world.  Time does not permit me to go into detail this morning.  The same pattern repeated over and over again.  Man sinning and rebelling. Sometimes, God acts by sending His prophets to call them back….sometimes He acts in judgement, as with Noah and Lot's world…as with the people of God going into exile.  So often a chaotic word, but the chaos is never more powerful than God.  The power of God.  The Sovereignty of God.
2.  The Righteousness and Justice of God
What Peter is pointing to here, as an encouragement to his struggling and confused flock is this: God punishes sin and evil.  You may think that the ungodly and the false teachers are going to get away with it.  You may think it’s all very unfair.  But, be assured of this:  God does punish sin and evil.  There will be a day of reckoning, a day of judgement.  The people of God have always struggled with this question.  `Why do the wicked prosper? `.  Read Psalm 73.  It is all about that.  Have a look at that Psalm again.  Read the Psalmists complaint about the ungodly…they seem to prosper, they appear to be carefree.. They don’t have the problems I have!  In verse 13, he goes on to say “Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure, in vain I washed my hands in innocence”. In other words, “It’s not fair”.

Peters flock were wrestling with all this too, so how does he help them and us as we seek to understand?  Look at the state of the world before the flood.  Look at Sodom and Gomorrah.  The state of the people within those two cities, supposedly living the good life.  What a dark evil place it was.  Sin always leads to unhappiness and wretchedness.  Look at the news and newspapers.  What a chaotic confused miserable life people lead.  People want to live their lives without God – God “hands them over”.  Gives them what they want.  The punishment for sin even now.  But, says Peter, it doesn’t stop there.  There are consequences for sin in this life, but, there is also the judgement to come. Verse 9. The unjust and ungodly reserved in a state of punishment until the day of the final judgement.  A theme we see running through the whole Bible.  What a frightening thought that is.  No wonder so many in the church deny it….no wonder that the main in the street chooses not to believe it, why so many bury their head in the sand.  What a responsibility is ours to point people to the Cross…to point people to proclaim to those around us the way of escape provided by this righteous and just God.

Do not be frightened by the power of evil.  Do not be frightened by the devil and his demons.  Do not be frightened by what you see happening all around you.  There will be a day of reckoning, because our Sovereign God is a Righteous God and He is a Just God.  The Sovereignty of God.
3. The Love of God 
So, the Sovereignty of God manifests itself in power….it manifests itself in righteousness and judgement, and it also manifest itself in His love.

He has the power to deal with sin….he has the righteousness and justice to deal with sin, and He also deals in love with those who belong to Him in spite of their sin.

We cannot avoid troubles and sufferings, trials and tribulations.  He never promises His people that.  You don’t find that taught anywhere in the Bible.  What He does promise is that sin and evil will never be able to harm us in any vital or eternal sense.  Do you remember how Jesus put it? “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt: 10.28).

Terrible things can and do happen to Christians in this world.  But, we are safe and secure in Him, eternally.  He does it by delivering us from the power and the pollution of sin and evil.  He does it by enabling us to rejoice even in the middle of trials and tribulation.  He enables us to be “more than conquerors” Romans 8 vs 37.  Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Just as He made a way of escape for Noah….just as He made a way of escape for Lot, so He has made a way of escape for you and me, out of His love for us.

Let me close by giving you an illustration that I have always found to be so powerful and so helpful.  I came across it in a book written by George Carey, in which he describes how some Duck Hunters in America escaped from a forest fire which threatened to engulf and destroy them.  As they were going out into the hills, they looked ahead and could see a forest fire raging on a very broad front.  Very soon they realised the hopelessness of their situation.  Having looked around it was apparent there was no time to run or to find  a route of escape.  Much to the amazement of the less experienced hunter of the two, his friend stood with his back to the wind – and started another fire!  The wind drove the fire in front of them and very quickly there was a large burnt over area.  The hunters lay down on the ground, covered their faces – and waited for the forest fire.  The fire raced towards them, but when it arrived they were completely safe – the fire could not touch them because they were safe in that burnt over area. 

A powerful picture of the cross – the cross of Christ is our burnt over area.   Our  just and righteous  God, who must and will punish sin, has, in his love and mercy, made a way of escape for us.  We escape the wrath of God and we are safe and secure in him for all eternity.

 What is our response to be?  Believe in Him and confess that he He is the Lord who has bought us and provided for us that way of escape.  Recognise that without Him we are lost and have no hope whatsoever….that we rely totally on Him.

Recognise too, that the world is under judgement….that the world is at enmity with God, so we don’t allow the world to dictate to us what we believe or think, or allow us to squeeze us into its mould.  We live for Him….we long to serve Him….we long to tell others about His glorious way of escape.

Remember the Power of God/ the Righteousness and Justice of God/the Love of God. Above all, stand firm and hold on to the Sovereignty of God.

