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SERMON NUMBER 2: 'THE MARKINGS OF EAGLE SAINTS'

Last week we looked at how God worked in the lives of his people, to bring them to that point of total dependence on him – to bring his people to spiritual maturity.

We looked at that glorious portrayal of his workings with us from Deut. 32:11, where God is talked of in terms of  mother eagle who cares for her young in bringing them to maturity.  It's a fascinating illustration.  It's a picture given to us to encourage us and to build our faith. I, myself, have found it so uplifting and encouraging.  If you missed the sermon last week, I strongly urge you to go the the website and read it through.

So, last week we looked at 'The Making of Eagle Saints' – my sermon title.  This week, my sermon title is 'The Markings of Eagle Saints'.  By that I mean, what are the the distinguishing characteristics or qualities of eagle saints? What can we expect to be evident in our lives? Are they evident or present in our lives? If not, then at least we will know there is more that God wants to do, and needs to do in our lives, if we are to become 'eagle saints'.

Let's get an understanding then, of the characteristics of the eagle and then we can begin to see what that has to say about the characteristics that should be evident in our lives as Christians.

The first thing to note about the eagle is:

1) They are Great Watchers.
There is  no eye on the planet like the eye of an eagle!.  His eye is telescopic –enabling him to see things incredibly clearly in the far, far distance.  His eye is also microscopic enabling him to see even the smallest things.  The eye of the eagle can penetrate huge distances and see things that no other eye on earth can see. It has been said by those who know these things, that it is impossible to deceive an eagle.

You may be able to capture one when young, you may be able to shoot one down, but you will never be able to deceive one in matters of vision.

Let me give you an example of what I mean.  Have you ever heard of the American naturalist ?? Audubon?  No?  Don't worry, neither had I!  But he was a world famous naturalist of the 19th century and his special interest was that of birds.  Apparently he knew more about birds than anyone else in the world.  He was the expert on birds and he is on record as saying that he was never able to deceive an eagle. No matter how hard he tried, no matter what lengths he went to, he could never deceive an eagle.  It was impossible.
He tells of the time when he climbed a mountain crag to be able to view an eagle's nest.  He knew all about their incredible vision, so he took great care.  He went to extreme lengths to ensure he was well hidden and then he settled down eagerly anticipating the time he would have observing the eagle in the nest.
After a while, the mother bird returned.  She soared to a great height, flying round and round above the nest all the time using her incredible vision to pierce every nook and cranny of the mountain.  
Much to his surprise – and frustration, Audubon soon realised that his hiding place had been discovered.  The eagle dropped the prey she was carrying for her young, let out a piercing scream to her mate, who was many miles away, letting him know the nest had been discovered.  Poor Audubon! It is impossible to deceive an eagle!
Jesus says the same about Christians – the elect.  They cannot be deceived.  Listen again to what he says in Mark 13. 22:  “For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and  miracles to deceive the elect – if that were possible”.
In other words, because the elect have 'eagle vision', they cannot be deceived.  In the spiritual realm we can 'see' the truth no matter how hard Satan tries to hide the error.  We can 'see' the truth no matter what lengths he may go to to disguise his true purpose. The promise for the Christian – for the elect, is that it is impossible for us to be deceived.

Sadly, many people are taken in by 'Cults and Isms', the title of one of  my books on my study shelves.  Many, many so called Christians involved in some churches are taken in by the lure of some 'spiritual experience'.... many are taken in by the promise of more power in their spiritual lives.  Many, many people in so  many churches exercise no spiritual discernment at all and are duped by Satan, who, we are warned, “Masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Cor.11:14).  Sadly, there are many in the churches who are deceived – but not so the elect.  It is impossible for the to be deceived.  It can never be said of the elect, 'Should have gone to Specsavers'.   For the elect, the gift of God is 20/20 vision in the spiritual realm!

 Peter, in the letter we recently studied together, does talk of some Christians being 'short sighted' – 'near sighted' we might say, people who are not able to see far off.  They are Christians, but they are weak Christians, young Christians, immature Christians, who are easily susceptible to false teaching.  That's why Peter urged his readers to add to their faith 'goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love'.  He was urging them on to maturity.... to be more completely sanctified that they might develop this 'eagle vision'.  What about you?  How's your vision? Near sighted, perhaps, and therefore prone to stumbling from one error to the next, taken in perhaps because something is apparently 'spiritual', or far off vision – eagle vision, able to discern truth from error?

The next 'marking' or characteristic of the eagle is:

2) They Prefer Great Heights

They build their nests on the highest mountains.... they search out the tallest, highest trees they can find.  They love to soar miles and miles above the earth in the vastness of the upper blue sky.  That's where they are comfortable.  That is what they are  made for.  Yes, they have to come down to earth as it were, to feed and provide for their young, but they don't stay there.  They are not comfortable there.  They are not made for terra firma where so many other animals happily reside.  That's not the eagle's home.  As soon as they can, they're off again – soaring high up into the air or  high up in the mountains or the tallest trees to their nest.

Now, what does this have to say about us as Christians?  The first thing to say that before we came to Christ, this earth, this world, was our 'home'.  We felt comfortable in this world.  There may have been things going on in the world which offended us, which shocked us maybe, but by and large, we were comfortable.  We didn't know anything else.  We didn't know there was anything else.  This was our 'home'.  This was where we belonged.  This was where we were comfortable.

One of the first things that happens to us when we come to Christ, when we are born again by the Holy Spirit of God, is that we begin to feel uncomfortable in this world.  We begin to sense that we're different.  We can no longer go along with things that in the past we would have entered into.  We feel uncomfortable in the company of people whose lifestyle is so 'worldly', whose behaviour we now find crude and coarse, who swear and use our precious Saviour's name in vain.  We can no longer go to places where once we were totally at ease.  We begin to struggle with all this, and have to work out what it means to be in the world, but not of the world. We have to work out how we can reach out to those in the world as we once were.

Then, as we grow and mature in our Christian faith, as we we are sanctified more and more, as we die more and more to our old nature, we begin to 'set our hearts on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God' – we recognise that that is now where we belong –  'above', with Christ that is our spiritual home.   We begin to 'set our minds on thing above, not on earthly things', - the things of Christ are now all important to us.  We long to know him better, we long to become more like him.  Our motives and our motivation are now completely different.  Our faith begins to soar... we delight to be in his presence, high and lifted up.... our spiritual life ascends to new heights.  This is where we are now most comfortable.  This is our spiritual home. This is where we are now comfortable.  Yes, we still have to come down to earth as it were, yes, we are still of the world, but we are pilgrims, just passing through, on the way to where we truly belong.

That is what Isaiah was talking about when he said that 'those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles' (Is. 40:31).  when we soar in the spiritual realm, one of the things that happens is that we begin to see things that we have never seen before.  When we soar in the heavenlies, we begin to see things differently.... we begin to see things from God's perspective.  We have the ability to see things that the unbeliever just cannot see.... we are able to understand things that the non-Christian cannot begin to comprehend.  We look at the world with all its problems.... we look at the evil things being done and said in the name of Allah.....we look at the violence, the pain and the hurt that so many people are having to endure on this earth.... we look at the insecurity there is politically and financially – we look at it all and we can view very differently from a non-believer.  All they can see is a world spiralling  out of control, going from bad to worse – unable to make sense of it all.  We don't have all the answers, but we do see it all from God's perspective.  We see things from his standpoint.  We see the affairs of this world in the light of heaven and eternity.  We see things from his perspective, because we know he is in control and we know how it's all going to end – because as we soar in the heavenly realm, we are able to see his overall plan of salvation.

The final marking of the eagle is his

3) Strength
The eagle is a majestic animal as it soars in the air.  It looks so serene and calm.  But don't cross an eagle when and if he comes down to earth!  An eagle can knock a man over with the strength he has in his wing.  The power of the ostrich is in his foot – an ostrich can kill a horse, I read.  The power of the lion is in his mouth by which he can tear the flesh of any animal. But the power of the eagle is in his wing.  Again I read somewhere that a man was in the Alps and he watched an eagle fighting two rams and saw how the eagle would strike these great sheep with his wings and hurl then over on the ground. The eagle posses great strength in his wings – they're strong and their long, hence the great speed he can attain and the heights to which he can soar.

It's almost a supernatural strength – certainly a strength not matched by any other bird.  So what does this point to in the life of the Christian?  I think it points to the divine power given to the believer.  People in this world maybe physically strong, they maybe very intellectual, they may have many many attributes and can achieve many, many impressive things, but they cannot match the supernatural power of eagle saints in prayer and in faith and endurance.

It never ceases to amaze me what so many Christians are able to bear.  In the world's eyes, they are nobodies.... ordinary people, weak people.  People in the world dismiss and ignore such people.  Weak, ordinary, insignificant people carrying great burdens.... weak, ordinary insignificant people bearing crushing troubles, enduring untold suffering and doing it in a way that is 'supernatural', because of our God who pours his strength upon them and gives 'more grace' – grace upon grace, enabling them through prayer and faith to endure to the end.

I'm sure there are people like that that you can think of.  We have prayed for a number of people known to you who are going through incredibly hard times.  I think of a friend of mine, Jeremy, a Kiwi and a C of E minister, who, 18 months ago, was diagnosed with an advanced cancer at age 54.... he was told it was terminal so his wife and their  5 children had to prepare themselves for that eventual outcome.  Jeremy had to retire from the ministry with no home to go to for the family.  A home was provided for them – quite miraculously you might say, after a long period of uncertainty. Not long after that, their eldest son, who had recently married and lived in Brazil, collapsed when visiting the family.  He developed very serious seizures which got worse and worse and within a few months he died.   

All through this time, Jeremy & Catherine's faith has shone through and his 'blogs' have touched and encouraged people all over the world.  Jeremy was used time and time again in various churches in the UK as together, they were able to testify to the grace and strength that the Lord has given them.  For some time Jeremy was in some form of remission and certainly has been given more time than the family initially hoped for, but just before Christmas I received their latest blog from Catherine, saying that the end for Jeremy was very near.  A remarkable testimony!  They have been able to bear all things, endure all things and hope all things.  A divine strength.

So there we have it.  The markings of eagle saints, the characteristics of the saints of God.  How pronounced are your markings?  How evident are those characteristics in your life – and mine?  Maybe there's more work the Lord has to do in all of us yet to enable those markings to become more pronounced. But don't despair!  He hasn't finished with you or me yet!  And always remember his promise to 'those who hope  in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint' (Is.40:31).
This sermon draws on the insights of G. D.Watson in his book 'Tribulation Worketh'
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